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Welcome to Christ Church,   praying  and  united,   with  the  
whole  Church  of  God ;  may  this  bring  a  blessing  upon  your  
home,  as  also  upon  the  needs  of  loved  ones  and  the  world, 

 
THIS  SERVICE  is  taken  in  the  main  from  our  service  at  10am  
but  is  intended  also  to  be  accessible  as  if  at  8am.     We  make  
our  prayers  with  and  for  all  whom  we  would  have  met  in  
worship  today  -  welcoming  us  at  the  door,  talking  with  us,  
sitting  beside  us,  singing  for  us  to  lead  us,  and  guiding  us  in  
prayer. 
 

We  build  upon  all  that  we  have  shared  and  shared  still,   as  
now  we  rejoice  in  our  renewal  in  Christ’s  grace,     gather  as  the  
Church,    and  unite  in  fellowship,   proclamation  and  prayer  from  
the  place  of  our  own  homes. 
 

 
 

Be  it  8am or 10am or other  _   still,  maybe,  the  wisdom  to  

quieten  our  mobile  phone         and  be  very  much  in   prayer        . 
 

 

Please  sit  very  comfortably. 
 

Please  feel  free  to  sing ;    and  maybe  to  speak  some  parts  of  
this  prayer  time  out-loud   _   you  may  find  it  surprisingly  helpful. 
 

Please,  above  all,   simply  know  that  we  are  all  together ;  and  
as  we  pray  where  we  are  now,  so  do  many  many  more,  
across  the  town,    across  these  towns,    and  across  the  world, 
 
The  Lord  is  here. 
His  Spirit  is  with  us. 
         Matthew 

H   A   P   P   Y          E   P   I   P   H   A   N   Y 
 

COMMON  WORSHIP : COPYRIGHT:  ‘The Archbishop’s  Council’-   Music CCL Licence No : 51302 
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The  Greeting 
In  welcome  of  one-another,  near  or  far   - 
  

The  Grace  of  our  Lord,  Jesus  Christ, 
the  Love  of  God,  
and  the  fellowship  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
be  with  us  all. 

[ And  also  with  you. ] 
 

Blessed  are  you,  Lord  our  God, 
King  of  the  universe. 

All From  the  rising  of  the  sun  to  its  setting 
  your  name is  proclaimed  in  all  the  world. 
   
 

Prayers  of  Penitence 
  

 We  run  the  race  set  before  us, 
 surrounded  by  a  great  cloud  of  witnesses. 
 Therefore  let  us  lay  aside  every  weight, 
 and  the  sin  which  clings  so  closely, 
 bringing  them  to  Jesus  in  penitence  and  faith. 
 
-  Silence   is  kept  for  a  short  time,  in  Confession  and  Prayer. 
  

Lord  Jesus,  in  your  love 
illuminate  the  darkness  in  our  hearts :  Lord,  have  mercy. 

All Lord,  have  mercy. 
 
Lord  Jesus,  in  your  joy 
open  our  eyes  to  your  saving  love :  Christ,  have  mercy. 

All Christ,  have  mercy. 
 
 Lord  Jesus,  in  your  power  unstop  our  ears  to 
 hear  your  living  word :  Lord,  have  mercy. 

All Lord,  have  mercy. 
 
In  sharing  and  receiving  the  Absolution  of  God  : 

May  the  God  of  all  healing  and  forgiveness 
draw  us  to  himself 
that  we  may  behold  the  glory  of  his  Son, 
the  Word  made  flesh,  and  be  cleansed  from  all  our  sins 
through  Jesus Christ  our  Lord.  
Amen. 
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The  Collect   
 Eternal  Father,  who  at  the  baptism  of  Jesus 
 revealed  him  to  be  your  Son, 
 anointing  him  with  the  Holy  Spirit : 
 grant  to  us,  who  are  born  again  by  water  and  the  Spirit, 
 that  we  may  be  faithful  to  our  calling 
  as  your  adopted  children ; 
 through  Jesus  Christ  your  Son  our  Lord, 
 who  is  alive  and  reigns  with  you, 
 in  the  unity  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
 one  God,  now  and  for  ever. 

 Amen. 
 
 

The  Liturgy  of  the  Word 

 
   The  First  Reading            -          -      Isaiah  42 : 1 - 9  

 
Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul 
delights ; I have put my spirit upon him ; he will bring forth justice to 
the nations. 2He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the 
street ; 3a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he 
will not quench ; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 4He will not grow 
faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth ; and 
the coastlands wait for his teaching. 5Thus says God, the LORD, who 
created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the 
earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it 
and spirit to those who walk in it : 6I am the LORD, I have called you 
in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you ; I have 
given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, 7to open 
the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
from the prison those who sit in darkness. 8I am the LORD, that is my 
name ; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 9See, the 
former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare ; 
before they spring forth, I tell you of them.    NRSV 
 

 This  is  the  word  of  the  Lord. 
All Thanks  be  to  God. 



 5 

 
 
CLICK  below to hear our Choir lead us                    Hymn 

 
 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6tc4QemE37Q 
 
 

 
 

Breathe  on  me,  breath  of  God, 
fill  me  with  life  anew, 
that  I  may  love  what  thou  dost  love, 
and  do  what  thou  wouldst  do. 
 
Breathe  on  me,  breath  of  God, 
until  my  heart  is  pure, 
until  with  thee  I  will  one  will, 
to  do  and  to  endure. 
 
Breathe  on  me,  breath  of  God, 
till  I  am  wholly  thine, 
until  this  earthly  part  of  me 
glows  with  the  fire  divine. 
 
Breathe  on  me,  breath  of  God, 
so  shall  I  never  die, 
but  live  with  thee  the  perfect  life 
of  thine  eternity. 

 

 
 

Words :  Edwin Hatch (1835-1889) 
Tune :  Trentham or Carlisle 
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   The  Second  Reading            -          Acts  10 : 34 - 43  
 

 

Then Peter began to speak to them : ‘I truly understand that God 
shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and 
does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he 
sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ   - he is 
Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in 
Galilee after the baptism that John announced : 38how God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power ; how he went 
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 
for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in 
Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a 
tree ; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to 
appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the 
dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that 
he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 
43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’   
        New Revised Standard Version 
 This  is  the  word  of  the  Lord. 
All Thanks  be  to  God. 
 
 

 
 
 

THE      GOSPEL 
Matthew  3 : 13 - end 

   Alleluia,  alleluia. 
   The  Word  became  flesh  and  dwelt  among  us, 
   and  we  have  seen  his  glory.   John  1 : 14 

ALL  Alleluia. 
 

    Hear  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
    according  to  Matthew 
ALL   Glory  to  you,  O  Lord. 



 7 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized 
by him. 14John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be 
baptized by you, and do you come to me ?’  15But Jesus answered 
him, ‘Let it be so now ; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfil all 
righteousness.’ Then he consented.  16And when Jesus had been 
baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens 
were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is 
my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’       NRSV 
 

  This  is  the  Gospel  of  the  Lord. 
ALL  Praise  to  you,  O  Christ. 

 
 

The  'Sermon'   
The  Revd  Arnold  Clay  ( PtO ) 

Today, on the first Sunday of Epiphany, we are invited into a story 
of identity, transformation, and calling. In our gospel reading we 
encounter the baptism of Christ, revealing not only who he is but 
who we are too. 
Until now, Jesus has lived in relative obscurity, but here, at the 
beginning of his public ministry, the heavens open, and God 
declares his delight in his Son. As we are baptised into Christ, so 
this declaration of God’s delight is also spoken over us.  
Through our baptism, because of our inclusion in God’s family 
through Christ, so we too are declared God’s beloved.  
In Isaiah chapter 43, God says to his people: ‘Do not fear, for I 
have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are mine.’ 
These words, spoken to a people in exile, remind us of God’s 
steadfast promise. In Jesus’ baptism, as the heavens open and 
the Holy Spirit descends, the Father’s voice proclaims: ‘’This is 
my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’ 
Jesus’ identity is affirmed not by his achievements, but by his 
relationship with the Father. Similarly, our identity is rooted in 
God’s love, not in what we do.  
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Through baptism, we are claimed and redeemed as God’s 
beloved. Baptism is a moment when we are named, claimed, and 
commissioned. It assures us of God’s love and challenges us to 
live in the light of that truth.  
The Spirit who descended on Jesus at his baptism equipped him 
for his mission: to proclaim the good news, to bring healing, and 
reveal God’s kingdom.  
To be baptised into Christ is to receive a calling to live for him and 
serve him in the world. The Spirit that descended upon Jesus is at 
work in us today, shaping, guiding, and empowering us to live out 
our baptismal calling. We might well consider: How are we living 
as God’s beloved? How is the Spirit working through us to reflect 
Christ’s glory in our daily lives?  
Fortunately, the living out of our baptismal calling is not 
something we need to do under our own steam. Isaiah 43 verse 2 
provides reassurance: ‘When you pass through the waters, I will 
be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm 
you.’ Jesus affirms this promise by saying, ‘Surely I am with you 
to the very end of the age.’  
Empowered by the Spirit, we can step into our calling to live for 
Christ with confidence, knowing we are never alone. Each 
moment we are able to draw on the strength of God’s presence, 
which will enable us to find courage to walk paths we might 
otherwise fear. 
Epiphany is a season of revelation. It’s not just a time to marvel at 
Christ’s glory, but also to consider how we might reflect his glory 
in our own lives. Just as Jesus’ baptism was a commissioning, 
our baptism calls us to participate in God’s mission. Whether 
through acts of service, words of encouragement, or living with 
integrity and love, we are called to witness his transformative 
power.  
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Living as God’s beloved requires embracing our identity in Christ, 
even when the world tells us otherwise. It means facing daily 
challenges with the confidence that we are deeply loved, 
empowered, and called to serve. It means reflecting God’s glory 
in our words, actions and relationships.  
I wonder what it might mean for us to share his love and grace 
with others? Baptism invites us to reflect Christ’s glory in every 
aspect of our lives – and so it’s both a gift and a responsibility.  
To live this way is not passive. It requires intention and courage. It 
means showing kindness, standing up for justice, and sharing the 
hope we have in Christ. To live as God’s beloved offers both 
comfort and challenge: comfort in knowing our worth is based on 
whose we are, and challenge in reflecting his love and glory in our 
communities.  
This calling is both personal and communal.  It is not just a solo 
endeavour. In baptism, we are joined not only to Christ but to his 
body, the Church. We are called to reflect Christ’s glory together 
as a community. This shared mission binds us together as the 
body of Christ and offers a unique opportunity to embody his love 
and light collectively. 
So how might our actions as a church reflect Christ’s grace and 
truth? How might our collective witness reveal his love to the 
world? These are questions to consider prayerfully as we live and 
grow together in faith.  
Reflecting Christ’s glory in daily life means stepping more fully 
into our calling. I’m convinced that God invites us into his mission 
in  simple and practical ways – offering a listening ear, standing 
up for justice, or showing kindness in daily interactions.  
Each act, however small, reflects the glory of Christ. Just as 
Jesus’ baptism marked the beginning of his mission, our baptism 
invites us to participate in his ongoing work of redemption and 
restoration, called to continual transformation, shaped by the Holy 
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Spirit and grounded in God’s love, called to reflect his love in 
every aspect of our life – in our relationships, in our communities, 
and in the ways we choose to engage with the world. 
Baptism is not a one-time event, but an ongoing daily reality that 
shapes who we are and how we live. From the smallest gestures 
of kindness to the boldest acts of faith, we carry the light of Christ 
into a world longing for hope and renewal.  
May we carry the assurance of our identity as God’s beloved 
children and embrace the challenge of reflecting his glory. Let us 
be attentive to where God is calling us to share his love and 
grace, and let us seek to be deliberate in living out that calling 
more fully. In every interaction, we have the opportunity to 
embody Christ’s love and to remind others of his redemptive 
power. Every moment is an opportunity to plant seeds of faith, 
kindness, and renewal that reflect Christ’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 
This Epiphany, may we not only marvel at Christ’s revealed glory, 
but also reflect it in our life.  Empowered by the Spirit, may we 
carry his light into the world, proclaiming the good news of his 
kingdom so others may encounter the transforming power of his 
love through us.  Let us keep our eyes fixed on God, who calls us 
beloved and sends us into the world with his blessing. Together, 
let us shine as beacons of his grace and truth, that others may be 
drawn closer to his love.   Amen. 

  The Revd Arnold Clay 
 
 

The  Prayers  of  Intercession 
   

 

As  children  and  pilgrims  of  a  loving  God  who  always  
listens  to  our  cries,  we  are  invited  to  come  before  God,  in  
all  that  we  are,  and  with  all  the  prayer  we  need  make. 

 
Jesus  calls  us  into  his  marvellous  light. 

Washed  clean  by  the  waters  of  baptism,  let  us  pray  that 
we  may  live  the  life  to  which  he  calls  us   - 
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Lord  Jesus,  eternal  Word, 
proclaimed  as  the  Christ  by  John  the  forerunner, 

hear  us  as  we  pray  for  all  who  proclaim  your  word ... 
Lord  of  truth    - 

hear  our  prayer. 
 

Lord  Jesus,  baptising  with  the  Spirit  and  with  fire, 
strengthen  us  to  withstand  all  the  trials  of  our  faith  ... 

Lord  of  truth    - 
hear  our  prayer. 

 

Lord  Jesus,  bringing  forgiveness  to  all  who  repent, 
teach  your  Church  dependence  on  your  grace ... 

Lord  of  truth    - 
hear  our  prayer. 

 

Lord  Jesus,  fulfilment  of  the  promises  of  old, 
give  hope  to  all  who  suffer  or  are  ignored  ... 

Lord  of  truth    - 
hear  our  prayer. 

 

Lord  Jesus,  beloved  of  the  Father, 
anoint  us  with  the  gifts  of  your  Holy  Spirit   ... 

Lord  of  truth    - 
hear  our  prayer. 

 

Lord  Jesus,  bringer  of  hope, 
share  with  all  the  faithful  the  riches  of  eternal  life ... 

Lord  of  truth    - 
hear  our  prayer. 

 

Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  you  the  Father  makes  all  things  new. 
Transform  the poverty  of  our  nature  by  the  riches  of  your  grace, 
and  in the  renewal  of  our  lives make  known  your  heavenly  glory. 

-   Silence  may  be  kept   - 

Our  Father,  who  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  thy  name ;   thy  
kingdom  come ;  thy  will  be  done ;  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven.   

Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread.  And  forgive  us  our  
trespasses,  as  we  forgive  those  who  trespass  against  us.  Lead  

us  not  into  temptation ;  but  deliver  us  from  evil.  For  thine  is  the  
kingdom,  the  power  and  the  glory,  for  ever  and  ever.   Amen. 
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CLICK  below to hear Louise from our Choir lead us     The  Dismissal 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MURCyxNafbg 
 

Crown  him  with  many  crowns, 
the  Lamb  upon  his  throne ; 
hark,  how  the  heavenly  anthem  drowns 
all  music  but  its  own ! 
Awake,  my  soul,  and  sing 
of  him  who  died  for  thee, 
and  hail  him  as  thy  matchless  King 
through  all  eternity. 
 
Crown  him  the  Lord  of  love ; 
behold  his  hands  and  side, 
those  wounds  vet  visible  above 
in  beauty  glorified s 
no  angel  in  the  sky 
can  fully  bear  that  sight, 
but  downward  bends  his  burning  eye 
at  mysteries  so  bright. 
 
Crown  him  the  Lord  of  peace, 
whose  power  a  sceptre  sways 
from  pole  to  pole,  that  wars  may  cease, 
and  all  be  prayer  and  praise : 
his  reign  shall  know  no  end, 
and  round  his  pierced  feet 
fair  flowers  of  paradise  extend 
their  fragrance  ever  sweet. 
 
Crown  him  the  Lord  of  years, 
the  Potentate  of  time, 
creator  of  the  rolling  spheres, 
ineffably  sublime : 
all  hail,  Redeemer,  hail ! 
for  thou  hast  died  for  me ; 
thy  praise  shall  never,  never  fail 
throughout  eternity.  Words :  G.J.Elvey  (1816-93)  Music : Diademata 
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The  Blessing 

May  Christ  the  Son  of  God 
perfect  in  us  the  image  of  his  glory 
and  gladden  our  hearts 
with  the  good  news  of  his  kingdom ; 

  and  may  the  blessing  of  God  almighty, 
the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit, 
be  among  us  and  remain  with  us  always.  Amen.  
        

 
 

  The  Peace 
  

 Our  Saviour  Christ  is  the  Prince  of  Peace, 
of  the  increase  of  his  government  and  of  peace 
there  shall  be  no  end. 

  The  peace  of  the  Lord  be  always  with  you. 
 

Please  look  to  your  ROOM  and  HOME  _ 
- - -    please  look  from  your  WINDOW   - - - 
 
 

 In  our  place,  heart  and  home,        and  to  all  the  world  : 
  

  
 
 The  peace  of  the  Lord  be  always  with  you. 

{  - and  also  with  you.  Alleluia  } 
 

  
 

 
   The  Dismissal 

In  truth  let  us  go  into  this  day  in  peace ; 
and  may  we  love  and  serve  the  Lord 
in  the  name  of  Christ.    Amen.   Amen.   Amen. 

 
 
 

Thank  you  for  joining  in  this  prayer. 

Even  when  apart,    we  are   not  alone. 
 


